
 

Principal’s Corner 
Centennial Panther Families, 
Happy November!  We have enjoyed our busy month here at Centennial.  Students have 
shown what they have learned in the first quarter through daily demonstrations of learning 
and our unit or module assessments.  Centennial students worked hard on these, and 
teachers are using the data from the assessments to plan future instruction.  From these 
assessments we know as a school we need to continue to work on reading comprehension, 
writing across all areas, math reasoning and explaining or justifying how we find our math 
answers.    

 
One of the many highlights in October was our parent/teacher conferences.  We had high 
levels of attendance at our October Parent Conferences.  We appreciate your attendance 
and enjoyed meeting with you about your child’s progress.  Each parent was provided    
specific data on their student’s progress in reading, writing, and math.  In addition, parents 
were informed of grade level expectations and what success looks like in each specific 
grade.  The focus on grade level standards and mastering grade level standards is helping 
us push and challenge each individual learner. Teachers and staff worked hard to ensure 
conferences were meaningful.  Working together we will ensure that our Centennial      
Panthers are successful and college ready! 

 
We look forward to our Thanksgiving Feast on November 22nd during student lunches.  A 
separate handout will be sent home soon with the details, but we wanted to ensure you 
know the date to save so that you can join us.  Thank you for your ongoing support.  Our 
outstanding students, families, staff, and community members are the reason we are an 
excellent school.  We are thankful to be part of our Centennial Community!  

 
Achievement NOW,  
 
Mrs. Noyes, Principal             Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal                                            
 

Kim Noyes,          

Principal 

Kelly Lane,             

Assistant Principal 

1860 S. Chelton Rd., 

Colorado Springs, CO 

80910 

(719) 579-2155/56 

Fax (719) 538-1383 

School Hours: 

Monday                   
9:30 AM - 3:35 PM 
Tuesday - Friday     

8:10 AM- 3:35 PM 

Important Dates: 

Nov 07 – Skate City 
Nov 08 - Progress       
Reports Go Home 
Nov 10 - 2nd Grade  
Musical  
Nov 22 - Thanksgiving 
Family Lunch 
Nov 25 - Nov 29        
Thanksgiving Break 
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Kindergarten News 
It is hard to believe that it is already November. We have enjoyed working with and getting to know your 
students. We hope that you see all the growth in reading, writing and math that we do each day. We had 
a lot of fun on our field trip to the pumpkin patch! It was a great experience for everyone and we hope 
that your family enjoyed their pumpkins. We also enjoyed seeing and meeting the parents that attended 
our conferences. 

In November, we will continue to work on letters and sounds as well our reading skills. In the stories we 
are reading, we are identifying the characters, setting and beginning, middle and end. Continue to work 
with your student on these skills at home as you read to them and they read to you. In math, we will     
continue to work on writing our numbers correctly and counting as well as different positions and we will 
also begin our measurement unit with greater than and less than, which will help them continue growing 
their number sense. Writing finds us continuing to work on letter formation and our writing skills of     
staying on topic and adding information. 

We would like to remind you to please check your student’s folder each night and help them complete their homework. 
Homework packets are sent home on Monday and are due on Friday. We encourage you to help your child but ask that you 
encourage them to do the work themselves. Also, please make sure that your student comes to school each day with a   
jacket. It would help us if their jackets, gloves and hats are labeled with their name so that if they get misplaced we can get 
them to the right student. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. Have a great November! 

The Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Washburn, Mrs. King, Ms. Kimsey and Mrs. Fisk 

 

First Grade News 
This quarter our students will focus on writing about passages we have read. They are excited 
to use their imaginations to include adjectives in their writing. We will also keep reinforcing 
what a complete sentence looks like. It should start with a capital letter, have finger spaces, use 
commas correctly, and have a period, question mark or exclamation mark.  
 
In math we are working on adding and subtracting within 20. We have recently started module 
2. A sheet has gone home that talks about what you will see within module 2.  

 
Homework packets have been going home every Monday and are being collected on the next 
Monday. Students should read every night for 20 minutes. Feel free to use the reading passages 
found in their yellow folders that go home weekly. Students are working towards reading 24 
words a minute by December and 47 words per minute by the end of the year.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please send us an email or give us a phone call. We look forward to a great              
November with your child.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 

Reading and Writing Teachers:    Math, Science, and Social Studies Teachers: 

Ms. Chaltry:  achaltry@hsd2.org    Ms. Vastila:  svastila@hsd.org                            

Ms. Snow:  ksnow@hsd2.org    Mrs. Merwede:  achafauros-merwede@hsd2.org  

mailto:achaltry@hsd2.org
mailto:svastila@hsd.org
mailto:ksnow@hsd2.org
mailto:achafauros-merwede@hsd2.org
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2nd Grade News 
Centennial’s 2nd graders are making tremendous strides in English Language Arts this month. We will 
be starting our new unit on Earth’s forces. Students will be working through the essential question: 
“How do the Earth’s forces affect us?”.  Second graders will also be strengthening their phonemic 
awareness skills as well as reading with expression and emphasis. 
  
Our second-grade math students have been working very hard, and recently succeeded in completing 
Module 3! They should all now be experts on place value (ones, tens, and hundreds).  The next module 
will focus on addition and subtraction within 200.  In this module, we will also be improving our skills 
with everyone’s favorite…. word problems!  Students will practice their addition and subtraction math 
facts to sharpen their fluency skills. 
 

3rd Grade News  
~”To infinity and beyond!”~ Buzz Lightyear 
During reading for the 2nd quarter we will be exploring space, not quite Buzz Lightyear, but 
definitely Buzz Aldrin and the Apollo 11 crew and mission. We will also learn some details 
regarding Galileo Galilei. This is an interesting module for students and they can learn a lot 
about space and history. 
                                 
In Math, We are working in Module 3 of Eureka, we are moving away from time and measurement and jumping back into 
multiplication. This unit we will be focusing mainly on multiplying with facts of 6, 7, 8, and 9.  We will also begin looking for 
and identifying patterns involving addition and multiplication. 
  
In writing, we are starting to incorporate more of the books and passages from reading class. Module 2 of Wit and Wisdom 
(the reading curriculum) is all about space. We are still writing expository (informational) writing. 

  
The best way you can support your third graders is to ensure they are reading for 
20 minutes a night (including on the weekends)!! There is a reading log on the 
back side of the weekly homework packet cover. 
  
Thanks for all your support!  
  
~”To read is to voyage through time.” ~ Carl Sagan 
 

4th Grade News  
This month, in ELA, students are starting a new module! During this module, they will be answering the essential question of: 
How does a challenging setting or physical environment change a person? For this month, we will be reading “All Summer in a 
Day”, which is a science fiction story about a human colony surviving the harsh rainy setting on the planet Venus. We then 
will be reading a book about the different mountain landscapes as well as a survival handbook on how to survive in the       
wilderness. These two books will provided students with background information so that they will be more prepared to read 
the chapter book Hatchet by Gary Paulson. Students will also be learning about narrative writing and how to plan and write in 
this format. 
 
In math, students are continuing to progress through Module 3. Students are          
deepening their knowledge of multiplication and division and are beginning to      
work with bigger numbers.  Math homework can now be completed online at 
zearn.org.  Paper homework is still being provided for students who prefer a           
paper version.  Students should be finishing either one Zearn lesson or one page       
of  homework (paper) each school night. Embarc.online is a great resource if you     
are looking to learn more about Eureka math, including different ways you can     
help your child. 
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5th Grade News 

In the month of November, students study the richness and complexity of the English Language from a humorous angle.     
Students will understand how language can convey meaning in both a literal and figurative sense. We are excited to see your 
student’s imagination come alive in writing an “exploded moment.” In the narrative writing, students will create a journey for 
Milo, a character from the novel The Phantom Tollbooth, encounters one of the demons from the Mountain of Ignorance. To 
support your students imagination please remember to have your student read 30 minutes a day and have their reading log 
filled out nightly. Happy reading!  
 

In math, fifth graders will begin unit 3 where they will be working with fractions and learning 
strategies to add and subtract fractions. Students should be working on their multiplication 
fluency at home to help them here at school.  If you would like to work with your student on 
arithmetic operations like addition, subtraction, multiplication and division that would be a 
huge help throughout the year!  Students will continue learning about the different organ 
systems in the human body as well as in plants and animals. Toward the end of the month we 
will switch into Earth’s landforms and natural resources. 

 

Special Education News - Can Do Corner 
Here in the Can Do Corner we are continuing to work hard. In reading, we are working on decoding words by focusing on 
vowel sounds and blending the sounds together to form the words in order to gain an understanding of the text. This also 
connects to writing, as we are writing sentences and forming paragraphs to show what we have learned from our reading.  
In math, we are building numbers sense by making tens and hundreds. We continue to practicing adding and subtracting. 
Some of us are working on multiplication and division.  
 
Please instill routines around mealtime and bedtime for your child. These routines allow your student to make the most of 
his/her day at school. Also, read a book (or a chapter) with or to your child every night. It is enjoyed more than you know. As 
the weather fluctuates, please have your child check the school’s lost and found for any forgotten coats. Thanks for all of your 
support as we move through this school year!  
 
Ann Ansardi, SSN Teacher  -  Ryan Sebastian, Mild/Moderate Teacher  -  Joel Karr, SSN Teacher  
Leigh Ann Merchant, Mild/Moderate Teacher  -  Vinessa Lopez, Moderate Needs Teacher 
 

Lost and Found Items 
Has your child lost a coat? A hat? A lunchbox? This is a sample of what is currently in the school's 
Lost and Found located in the cafeteria.  If your child has lost their eyeglasses, several pairs have 
been found and are located in our Health Clinic.   
 

Please remember to label your child’s belonging such as their jackets, lunch boxes, and water 
bottles. These items tend to go missing from time to time and having these items clearly labeled 
allows us to return them to their owners.  
 
 
 

Food Pantry 

The Centennial Food Pantry is now open to serve our families. Stop by the office on 
the following days: 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday 
2:30 PM—4:30 PM 
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Music Notes 

• Kindergarteners are learning how different musical elements can affect mood and form. 
• 1st graders are using instruments to be able to perform different tempos in music. 
• 2nd graders are working on select songs in preparation for their performance November 12th. 
• 3rd graders are working on xylophones to create new melodies and perform songs together. 
• 4th and 5th graders are finishing up their rhythmic compositions and will be moving to xylophones                                        
to create melodic compositions to support their groove. 
 
Thank you to the families who attended the 3rd grade musical. 

 

Tech Bytes 

The students are alternating Code.org and Think Through Math (TTM). They continue to have a 5-10 minute warm-up before 
each lesson.  The 4th and 5th graders are trying something new. Once a month I have a paragraph I put on the big screen in 
front of class and they type it word for word.  This helps them become more efficient with their keystrokes. Practice makes 
perfect.  This is in addition to their regularly scheduled lessons with Code and TTM. Achievement Now!  
 

Art Spots 
Hello Centennial Families!  Last week in Art we started a new Unit.  
• Kindergarten’s Unit Focus is, Art:  Who, What, and Where. We are learning primary & secondary colors, warm & cool     

colors and this week will start our very own rainbows! Ask us about rainbows and where you can see them in our world.  
• 1st grade’s Unit Focus is, How Does Art Make You Feel? We will be dipping into paint to create a rainbow and talking 

about what different colors make different people feel. Look for more interesting color & feeling projects.  
• 2nd grade’s Unit Focus is, Comparing and Contrasting Architecture. We are starting out by creating landscapes and        

cityscapes. Next we will be discussing geometric vs organic shapes, balance, symmetry and 
asymmetry. We are the first class to use the sand table to make 3 Dimensional landscapes 
and cityscapes.  

• 3rd grade’s Unit Focus is, 2D and 3D. We are going to start by making 3 Dimensional           
cityscapes and turning them into 2 Dimensional sketches of our cityscapes. We will then 
make our sketches back into another 3 Dimensional Cityscape with  texture, height and 
width.  

• 4th grade’s Unit Focus is, Reconstructing Art: Cityscapes. We are in the 3rd week of a 4 week Abstract Landscape project. 
They are AweSome!!! We are learning about bird’s eye view, worm’s eye view, focal point and collaboration just to name 
a few. Look for some fantastic projects to come home soon!  

•  5th grade’s Unit Focus is, Artistic Meaning. We started out making a simple self portrait and are going to branch out into 
surrealism and the past to understand the meaning behind art and how we can imply intent into our own work. Look for 
some silhouette work to come home soon and ask our 5th graders who took the first ‘Selfie’ and when it was taken.  

 
The Art room is collecting all plastic bottle tops for a future project. Send them in with your children and they can bring them 
to art. Thanks in advance! 
 

 Physical Education (P.E.) 
• Kindergarten and 1st Grade students will be working on traveling in different pathways while using a variety of locomotor 

skills (run, skip, jump, etc.). 
• 2nd Grade students will be practicing locomotor and non-locomotor skills. 
• 3rd grade students will be learning about healthy choices. They will explain the importance of eating in moderation and 

exercising. 
• 4th and 5th grade students will participate in activities while being respectful to others and solving conflicts on their own. 
 

Library News 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students will be learning to add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one        
syllable words to make new words.  

3rd, 4th and 5th grade students are learning to collaborate and organize information to practice for a group                          
presentation while meeting one-page expectations.  
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District Corner 
We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2. Please take 
advantage of being in the know! Here are some of the ways you can be informed:  
 
• Winter weather is upon us. Ensure your email and phone numbers are listed in 

Infinite Campus by checking with your school registrar. This allows you to get 

important notices from your child’s campus or the District.  

• Follow the District and your child’s campus on Facebook and Twitter. Download the FREE Harrison District Two App with 

over 60 languages available and turn on push notifications for weather alerts! Visit the Apple app store or Google Play 

Store.   

• The Choice Enrollment Window for the 2020-2021 school year opens Monday, November 18th at 7:30 a.m. and you can 

request a specific campus by visiting the District Office during business hours. Visit our website for information ahead of 

Choice Enrollment.  

• Are you registered to vote? It’s easy to do so! Register online, update your registration or request a paper voter              

registration form through the mail by visiting https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/voter-registration/. We 

are so proud that the Harrison School District Two Zalman Center is a polling place!  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1              C 2 

3 

 

4            D 
Late Start 
9:30 AM 

5              E 6             A 7              B                 

Skate City 

8            C 
Progress      
Reports  

9 

10 11            D 
Late Start 
9:30 AM 

12            E    
2nd Grade  
Musical 5PM 

13            A       14            B 15            C 16 

17 18            D 
Late Start 
9:30 AM 

19            E 20           A 21            B 22           C 
Thanksgiving 
Family Lunch 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break:  November 25th - 29th 

November 2019 

https://clerkandrecorder.elpasoco.com/elections/voter-registration/


You are Invited! 

Please join us for our Annual 

Thanksgiving Feast 

On  

Friday, November 22nd  

During Lunch Time 

The cafeteria will be serving 

Turkey Roast 

Mashed Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Cinnamon Apples 

Roll 

(and, of course, Pumpkin Pie) 

Centennial Elementary 

Adult $3.75 

Child $2.00 

 

Schedule on the Reverse 



Student Council News 
Student Council has started out strong! Our student leaders are doing great job representing our school and making 
positive changes. 
  
We were very excited for the Third grade musical on October 23rd. We sold snacks before, during and after the             
performance as a fundraiser. 
  
Included in this newsletter is a flyer that explains the new Box Tops program and another that includes a list of products 
that are apart of the program. 
  
Thank you so much for all your support! 
  
Mrs. Ginster 




